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Naomi Rivera calls Census into question

by Casey Seiler 

Posted on March 29, 2011 at 11:21 am 

The Bronx Assemblywoman cited birth/death statistics recorded by Queens hospitals to scoff at the idea that the borough experienced a growth rate of just .1 percent over the past decade. In Queens County, births outnumber deaths by roughly 2-to-1 (250,000 of the first, 133,000 of the latter). Rivera cited “schools so overcrowded … they are bursting at the seams” as evidence that Queens’ was growing at a rate that renders the Census numbers “laughable.”

Of course, the Census isn’t a measure of births and deaths — it measures residency on a certain date every 10 years. And just because you give birth (or croak) in Queens doesn’t mean you will or did live there. Also, New York City — and Queens in particular — has historically served as a gateway community where young immigrants (more apt to have children than old immigrants) arrive but don’t necessarily stay.

But Rivera said the data was strong enough to serve as a “smoking gun” indicating the Census was waaaay off.

“Was there a massive outmigration from from New York City that no one seemed to notice for 10 years?,” she asked, noting that “billions” in funding for individual communities is at stake in the count.

Here’s her press release:

With billions of dollars at stake in federal funding to New York City and New York State due to what is being considered a terrible under-count of New York residents by the US Census Bureau, Assemblywoman Naomi Rivera (D-Bronx) today unveil undisputable evidence to disprove Census population figures released last week by the federal government.

Saying, “This is undisputable data,” Assemblywoman Rivera released data compiled by her office from the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene’s Bureau of Vital Statistics on all births and deaths in the five boroughs that comprise the City of New York. (Charts available by phone request)

The data shows that from a period of 8 years beginning in 2001, there were over 999,280 children born in the City, while at the same time the City recorded 456,499 deaths. In other word the trend without migration into or out of New York City indicates that there were over 2 births for every 1 death in the City. Extrapolated for a 10 year period that covers the timeframe covered by the 2010 Census, there were over 1,249,000 births versus almost 571,000 deaths.

According to Rivera, “The evidence is crystal clear. We had over a million children born during the past 10 years in New York City alone but if we believe the US Census, the population of New York City only grew by slightly over 166,00 residents.” Rivera continued, “What I want to know is what happened to all the children who were born in New York City. They just didn’t push their own baby carriages out of our State.”

“We have schools so over-crowded; they are bursting at the seams. New Yorkers can’t find affordable housing because the demand is huge and our streets are congested with pedestrians and automobiles. It is beyond ridiculous that based on the figures and the reality of life in the City that we have to accept Census numbers that are obviously and critically wrong.” She continued, “This terrible undercount will cost New York City billions in federal aid for our schools, roads, hospitals and infrastructure over the next decade.”

To emphasize what she called, “smoking gun’ evidence, Rivera highlighted Census data that indicated a one-tenth of one percent (0.1) increase in the population of the borough of Queens. “With over 2.2 million residents, Queens has only seen an increase of slightly over 1,300 residents if we believe the US Census. But in a borough were 78% of all children are born to new immigrants, it is hard to believe that these families just disappeared from New York City after their children were born.”

Rivera released vital statistics for Queens County that clearly show that again, births outnumber deaths by almost a margin of 2 to 1. Over an 8 year period beginning in 2001, there were 201,972 births in Queens compared to 106,973 deaths. Extrapolated for a period of 10 years, there were over 250,000 births in Queens compared to slightly over 133,000 deaths.

Rivera repeated again, “What happened to all these children, their parents and their siblings? The Census has failed us terribly when you consider the fact that these vital records, kept by government offices in New York City, give us a very different picture of the population growth in each borough and our entire City.”

“This under-count harms New York State financially. Minority communities are also harmed in untold ways since we know that in New York and throughout the nation the growth in population was driven by the growth in minorities to the tune of 80%.” She added, “Our Congressional delegation and political leaders must demand that this count is statistically adjusted based on the evidence presented by the data revealed by the examination of vital records kept by New York City government. “I suppose that an examination of the same data in cities throughout New York State will yield a birth rate that does not match the current population figures given to us by the Census.”

“If we are to believe the Census, that New York’s population only grew by 2.1% in the face of all these births, we must then ask: Was there a massive out-migration from New York City that no one seemed to notice for 10 years? This is unrealistic and improbable bordering impossible. We need to examine the failures of the Census immediately,” declared Rivera.
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